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President laid down what has ever since been known as " The
Monroe Doctrine "—to the effect that the United States would
not suffer any interference by European Powers in the affairs
of the American continents.
Another important example of Canning's activity on behalf of
foreign " liberal " movements was his intervention in the Greek
War of Independence. The Greeks had revolted against the
barbarous tyranny of their Turkish rulers. Many Englishmen
of the educated class had flocked to support the rebels, the most
famous of these volunteers being Lord Byron. Canning did not
intervene for some time, for he feared lest the weakening of
Turkey should make Russia all-powerful in the EasternMediter-
ranean. But when the Sultan's Egyptian troops seemed bent
on wiping the Greek nation out of existence altogether, he
joined with Russia and France in sending a combined fleet to
put a check on such atrocities. As the allied ships lay alongside
the Turkish navy mNavarino Bay (1827), a Turkish ship fired
on a British row-boat, whereupon a general engagement ensued
in which the Turkish navy was completely destroyed. The
British Government apologised to the Sultan for this " un-
toward incident," for war had not been declared against him;
but no apology could cancel the effect of the action, which made
it impossible for the Sultan to overcome his Greek subjects. In
the end he was compelled to recognise their independence by
the Treaty of Adrianople (1829).
§ 274. peel humanises the criminal law.—For centuries
past Parliament's only notion of repressing crime had been to
impose the death penalty for more and more offences. The
consequence was that the criminal law had become a mass of
absurdities and inconsistencies. No less than two hundred
offences were punishable with death—burglary by night (but
not burglary by day !), personating a Chelsea pensioner, stealing
from a bleaching-ground, and cutting down young fruit trees,
and so on. Various attempts had been made to remove these
anomalies, especially by Sir Samuel Romilly (Ni93), but in

